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ON SELTCTED ARFAS OF THE USSR

This bibliography lists and evaluates briefly the available geographic
studies completed or in preparation by US Government agencles for the
following seven areas of the USSR3 (1) Murpanskaya Oblast,

(2) Kerelo<Fimish SSR, (3) the Baltie coasts of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuanis, (4) Brestskaya Cblast, (5) the Black Sea coasta of the Ukrainian
SSR, Keasnodarskily Kray, and Georglan S5R, (6) Primorskiy Eray, and.

{7) the Chukotsk Peninsula eastward from 180°F. Fmphasis is placed
prineipally upon the physical aspects of noﬁuurbax;, coastal, and border
areas, whother discussed individuslly or in combination.

The survey upon which the following bibliography ies based included
those Goverpment offices that were known to have undertaken or to be
underteking geographic research on the USSR. The ‘rollowing organizstions
were consulbed:

Technical Branch, Production Division, Office of the Assistant
Chief of Staff, Ge2.

Fngineer Strateglc Intelligence Division, Army Map Service.
Beach Erosion Board, Office of the Chief of Fngineers, US Army.

Tavironmentsl Protection Section, Offlce of the Quartermaster
Geneml, US Army.

Reconnaiesance Branch, Directorate of Intelligence, Headquarters,
US Alr Force.

G~2 Section, Division of Plans and Policies, Headquarters, US
Marine Corps.
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Amphibious Unit, Intelligence Branch, Office of Nswval
Intelligence.

¥ap and Photo Unit, Intelligence Branch, Office of Naval
Intelligence.,

Geographic Unit, Intelligence Branch, Office of Hawal
Intelligence, »

Military Geology Branch, US Geological Survey.
The CIA is not ineluded 4in the survey except in cases where the agency
servpd as coordinator for'studiea prepared jointly by several Government
o}ganizations or prepared translations of foreign publications.

The US Navy Hydrographic Offiee, Photo Interpretation Center, and
Central Piles of the 0ffice of Naval Intelligence were not consulted
because operational clearance for interviewing the appropriate persomnesl
was received too late to be acted upon. Any pertinent materisl. fhat theae
offices may have will be submitted later,

From previous knowledge of the character of their gsographie
research, it was considered unnecessary to consult the following
organizations in conmection with the surveys |

Division of Research for USSR and Fastern Furope, OIR,
Department of State.

Office of Intermational Trade, Bureau of Forelgn and Domestic
Commerce, Department of Commerce.

Division of Soil Survey, Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils,
and Agricultural Engineering, Department of Agriculture.

Farth Seiences Branch, Office of Naval Research,
Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations, Department of Agriculture,
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Practically no comprehensive, collated geographic atudies have been
made for any oné of the seven areas. In general, detailed studies of areas
of.such 1imited extent are prepared by intelligence agencies only upon
specific request. At present, no Government agency is planning to
undertake an areal geographic study of any one of the seven arsas. The
few studies on the USSR prepared by offices within agencies such as
the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Commerce are directed
in most cases towards a specific subject that concerns the Soviet Union
as a whole,

The available sources of information fall into four categoriess
(1) vasic intelligence studies of the USSR for strategic and high-lovel
operational planning, (2} a few studies of specific sreas, {3) salling
directions and pilots, and (4) mlscellaneocus materials, inciuding
translations. The basic studies are concise, readily obtainable digests

of the best information available to intelligence agencies as of the date

of preparation.
25X1C 25X1C

In the bibliography the source materiale are listed by type of

publication., For data on any specific area the following teble indicates

the numbers of the sources from which information can be obtained.
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Miscellaneocus
Basic Studies
Intelligence Regional Sailing Including
 Aresg Studies Studies Directions Translations
- Murmanskaya Oblast 1, 5 7, 10 18 19
Karelo-Finnish SSR 1, 5 7 18 19
Baltic Ccaasts of Fatonia,

Latvia, and Lithuania 1, 5 9 15 -
Brestskaya Oblast l, 5 : - - -
Black Sea Coast of the

Ukrainian SSR,

Krasnodarskly Kray, ‘

and Georgian SSR 1, 2, 5 6 16 20, 21, 24
Primorskiy Kray 3y 4y 5 - 12, 13, 17 22
Chukotsk Peninsula Ly 5 8 1, 12, 14 23

Basic Intelligence Stg_diesé

1. Joint Army-Navy Intelligence Study 40, European U.S.S.R.;
Central Intelligence Agency, no publication date, information as of 1946-47;

CIA Library Call No. JANIS=40 (Confidential).
~Information on the phyaiqal characteristics of Murmanskaye Oblast,
Karelo-Finnish SSR, the Baltic Sea coastal areas of Estonia, Latvis, and
Lithuania, the Black Sea ccasial area of the Ukrainian SSR, and with
difficulty, Brestskaya Oblast can be obtained from:
Chapter II, Military Geography
Chapter III, Oceanography

Chapter IV, Coasts and Landing Beaches
Chapter V, Climate and Weather

2. Joint Army-Navy Intelligence Study 41, U,S;S.E, ==_The Caucasus;
Central Intelligence Agency, no publication date, ormation as of

1946-48; CIA Library Call No. JANIS-41 (Confidential).
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Material for a description of the physical geography of the
Black Sea ecoastal area of Krasnodarskiy Kray and Georglan SSR can be
extracted from Chapters II, III, IV, and V. See Item 1 for Chapter titles.
3. Joint Army-Navy Intelligence Study 73, Southeastern Siberig;
Joint Chiefs of Staff, February 1945; CIA Library Call No. JANISZ73
- {(Confidential), _
) A deseription of the physieal geography of Primorskiy Kray can
'be extrasted from Chapters II, III, IV, and V. See Item 1.
4. National Intelligence Survey No. 26, Part IV, Cent ,
storn Siberia, Chapter II, "Eilitary Geography"; Central Intelligence
Ageney, 19493 CIA Library Call No. NIS«26<IV (Sseret),
Information on the physical characteristics of Chukotsk
Peninsula and Primorskiy Kray can be obtained from the following sections:
Section 21, Oceanography
Section 22, Coasts and Landing Beaches
Section 23, Weather and Climate
‘Section 24, Terrain of the NIS Area as a fhole
Section 26, Desoriptive Analysis of Military Regions
5. Strategic Intelligence Digest, Union of Soﬂ et Soeialist
Republics, Vol. I; Central Intelligence Agency 19483 CIA Call No.
SID-USSR, Vol. I (Seret). ’
Since the discussion of physical Peatures is focused on very
broad regions and is presented in & highly generalized fashion, difficulty
would be encountered in attempting to extraet specific data for any one

of the seven specificd areas. Physical features are discussed in Chapter
I, "Topographie."

Regional Studies:

6. tollizenee Study of the Bat 3 US Marine Corps,
Headquarters, Division of Plans and Policles, G2 Section, 1951; cIs
Library Control No. 7100243 also available from issuing authority (Secret).

This is a 156~page report on the military aspects of the physical

and ecultural characteristics of a small area centering on Batumi
‘ =5 a .
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(41°38'N - 41°38'E) and extending northward from the Turkish border to
the mouth of the Nataneba River (41°56"N - 41°48'F) and inland for
25 miles. The principal emphasis is upon physical elements.
Information for the study was gathered from the various US intelligence
organizations; G-2 Section did not itself delve into original Russian sources.

7. Cogst ing Beaches of Northwestern Puro Russia;
Major J.J. Windsor, USKC, May 19503 available in Analysis Branch,
Geographic Division, CIA (Secret).

The report is a project assigned to the author in connection
.with the 13th class of the Strategic Intelligence School -- the preparation
of Section 22, "Coasts and Landing Beaches,® Chapter II, NIS-ZG;-I. Most
of the information was obtained from JANIS/O, which 1s based on 194647
data. The area covered is the coastal stretch from the Rybachiy Peninsula
(69°42'N - 32°36'F) to the easternmost extremity of the Kanin Peninsula
(68°00°N - 46°30'E), including the coasts of Murmanskays Oblast and
Karelo-Pinnish SSR. Accompanying the study are 1942 to 194/ Germen air
photographs for the entire coastal strip, as well as general ground and
aerial pﬁotographs taken in the Murmansk regibn. None of the phetographs
are included in JANIS40.

8. [Chukotsk Area, Eastward from 150°E/; US Army, G-2, 40lst
Strategic Intelligence Team, 20-31 August 1951; available in Military
Geography Unit, Offlice of the Asasistant Chief of Staff, Ge2 (Secret).

This is a research project undertaken by the 40lst Strategic
Intelligence Team during a two-weoks tour of active reserve duty. The

team was composed of officers who had much previous knowledge of the area.

Approved For Release 2001/09/01 : CIA-RDP79-00945A000100070001-5



TR om cam wen  wAs e

Approved For Rglease 2001/09/01 : CIA-RDP79-00945A000100070001-5

The report is an over-all analysis of the ares focused primarily on
its potentisl use as a base for operations against North America. Topiss
considered are space and distance, climate and weather, transportation,
telecommunications, resscurces, and economic development. Because of |
lack of locational detail, it 4s difficult to extract specific information
for the section of the Chukotsk Peninsula eastward from 180°E.

Since oﬁly a short time was available for preparation, this manuseript
1s conaidered to be en informational rather than a finiahed intelligence
report.

9. Terr Study of Balile Countries; US Army, G2, Campbell.

Project, 1948; available in Anaslysis Branch, Geographic Division, CIA
(text unclassified, maps restricted).

This is the most comprehensive atudy awailable in “nglicsh
cf' the physical characteristics of the Baltic States. The climate and
terrain of Fstonia, Latvia, and Lithusnia are discussed in considerable
detail from the viewpoint of military operations. Tven though the entire
area of the three states 1a considered to be a single military reglon with
over-all aimilarity of surface structure, climate, vegetation, and economy,
the study provides descriptions of subregicns based on slight differences
in characteristics. The coastal zones of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are
treated as subregions.

All of the work was done in Germany by German geographers under
U5 Army supervision. Source materials are practically all German, and many

of them are not currently awailable in the Uhited States. The study i=

164 pages in length and contains 20 maps.
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10. The Climate of the Kola Peninsula; Office of the Quartermaster
General, Environmental Protection Section, no date; available from
issuing authority and in Analysis Branch, Geographic Division, CIA
(Unclassified).

ThiBIBLQpage report is a condensaticn of two comprehensive
Russian articles on the climate of the Kola Peninsula (Murmanskays
Oblast). The report was prepared by a climatologist who is familiar
with Ruﬁaian climatic concepts and tarminology° Included in the report
are adequﬁtely detailed discussions of temperature, humidity, precipitation,
thunderstorm activity, and wind.
Sailing Diregtions and Pllots:

1l. Sailing Directions for the Fast Coast of Siberia,
HO Publication No. 122A; US Navy Hydrographic Office, 1947; in CIA Map

Library and HO Library (Unclasaified).
The volume cited is one of a series of comprehensive and

reliable Sailing Directions that supplement nautical charts issued by the
Hydrographic Office. It supplies descriptions of coastlines, harbers,
dangers, aids, and port facilities, as well as other data’tha£ cannot be
represented adequately on charts. In each volume the coastline is
divided into small dectore, which are described i{ndividually on the basis of
the topics liated. Supplements to the §§;l;gg Directions, giving corrections
and more recent information, are issued when sufficient new data become
available.

The volume for the east cocast of Siberia covers the coast from Cape
Otto Shmidt (68°55'N - 179°24'W) southward around the Chukotsk Peninsula
to Sakhalin Gulf (53°45'N - 141°30'F).

12. Sailing Directions for Siberis and Chosen, HO Publication Ho.

122; US Navy Hydrographic Office, 1932; in CIA Map Library and HO Library
(Unclassified).
.—.—.8:-;

ScFul «R=E=T

- G e uw m -

Approved For Release 2001/09/01 : CIA-RDP79-00945A000100070001-5



25X1C

SRl R TFeT
Approved For Release 2001/09/01 : CIA-RDP79-00945A000100070001-5

Coverage of the coasts of the Chukotsk Peninsula and Primorskiy
Kray are included in this wolume. For type of information glven ses Item 11.
13. Seiling Directions for the Southwest Coast of Siberis and Kores,

HO Publication No. 122B; US Navy Hydrographic Office, 1947; in CIA Map
Library and HO Library (Unclassified).

Coverage of the coastline of Primorskiy Kray is included in
this volume. See Item 11 for a description of the type of information
gliven.

14. Translation of Russian Sailing Directions for the Chukotsk Seg;
US Navy Bydrographic Office, no date; in CIA Map Library and HO Library
(Unclassified). 4

This volume covers the coasts of the Chukotsk Sea and the
Bering Strait. The information presented is gimilar in scope and
reliability to that in US Navy Sailing Directions (see Item 11). The
original, of which this ig a translation, is entitled Lotsiva Chukotskogo
Morya (Pilot of the Chukotsk Sea), published in 1938 by the Hydrographic
Administration of R.K.K.F, and the Hydrographic Administration of the

Principal Administration for the Northern Sea Route. The Russian

original is also available.
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19. Military-Geographic Date on Buropean Russia: Karella and Kola,

FDD 119; translaticn by Foreign Documenta Division, CIA, 15 March 1948;
CIA Library Call No. 170278 (Restricted).

The report is divided into two parts, one giving a general
survey of the physical and cultural characteristics of the entire area of
the Karelo-Finnish SSR and the Murmanskaya Oblast as a whole and the other
giving descriptions of individual regions within the larger area. The
principal emphasis is upon the physical elements, particularly terrain,
The physical descriptions are still of wvalue, but the cultural information
is out of date. |

This report is an extract translation of a German Mil<Geo report

entitled Militargeographische Angaben iiber das Furopdische Russlands:
Karelian und Kola, published in June 1941 by the Map and Survey Branch

of the German Army General Staff.

olOa
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20. Milita’;-Geq-;gqhip Dats_on Turopesn Russio: the Ukraine,
the Moldavian SSR and the Crimea, FDD 137, translation by Foreign '
Documents Division, CIA, 12 April 1948; CIA Library Call No. 544425
(Restricted) ‘

The report includes a general survey of the physical and
gultural features of the Ukraine, Moldavian S3R, and Krymskaya Oblast
(Crimea),'and 8 description of individual subdivisions within the above
- areas. Two of these individual sectors are on the coast of the Elack Sea.
. In the discussion of these coastal regions, the emphasis is placed primsrily
upon character of terrain. The discussion of physical features compares

favorably with JANIS<40, but cultural information is out of date.

The report is an extract translation of a German Mil-Geo report

entitled Militirgeographische Angaben iiber Furop&ische Russlands
Ukraine mit Moldaurepublik und Krim, published in September 1941 by the

Map and Survey Branch of the Germen Army General Staff.

21, Military-Geographical Survey of Ukraine; translation by Office
of Naval Intelligence, 5 September 1951; CiA Library Call No. Navy, ONI
Translation, A-489 (conﬁdent.iaz.)

The firat part of this report describes in & general way terrain,
soil, vegetation, climate, and coastal and inlend waters for the Ukraine
as a whole. The sécond part gives a description of the physieal elementa
of two ccastal areas on the Black Sea. Of a total of 114 pages, 95 are
devoted to these two coastal sectors. The first ie a rectangular expanse
bounded by 46°36N = 31°00°F and 47°45'N - 35°20°F and by the Black Sea.
The second includes the Blabk Sea coast and its immediate hinterland
from Odeasa‘westward'to Burgas, Bulgaria (42°0'F 2TC2NE) . Most of

the information i8 of pre-1930 date.
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This report is a translation of a Germen report entitled

Militéiriache Geographischer Uiberlick Ukraine, dated approximately 1940.

22. Qutline of Strategic Points, Northern Ares e Southern Portion
Maritime Provinces:; Northern Portion Maritime Provinces: Northern
Sakhalin: Intelligence Center, Pacific Ocean Areas, Commandant, Navy 128,
3 August 1943; CIa Library Call No. Navy, Serisl 45-031030, ICPOA
Translation Item 513 (Confidential).

In this short report, selected beaches suitable for landing
purposes are deseribed in gencral terms. Types of beaches, bluffs,
depth of water, and weather and sea phenomena are discussed.

23. Climatology of the Far Eastern Fnd of the USSR; Office of
Naval Intelligence, OP=-1 FA=5, 27 November 19//; CIA Library Call No.
Navy, Serial 67-44, Monograph Index Guide No. 601+110 (Confidential).

Information on the seasonal formation and location of ice in
the Okhotsk and Bering seas 1is given in this report. Daeta on air
temperature, enow cover, fog, and precipitation at principal ports are

presented by means of graphs,

g3 US Navy

aphic<Ocennographic Data
nfidential) .,

24. US Bydrographic=Oceanographi a Sheets o~ Black Se
1951; in CIA Map Libra

Hydrographic Office,

ry and HO Library (Co
On a number of amall-secale charts the following types of

oceanographic data for selected coastal areas of the Black Sea are givens

(1) tides, (2) currents, (3) sea and swell, (4) physical properties,

(5) 1ce, (6) bottom sediments and geology, (7) terrestrial magnetism,

(8) biology, and (9) bathymetry and water exchange. Data shests are

available for.the following areas or complexes: Batumi, Poti, Odessa,

Sevastopol®, Ochakovakiy Mys-Dneprovekiy Liman, Tuapse, Kerch',

Novorossiysk, Fecdosiya. The sheets can be ordered by complex nzme.
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